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“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save: neither his ear heavy 
thatit cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and 
your sins have hid his face from yeu, that he will not hear.”—Isaian, 


No. 41, Vol XXVII. Saturday, October 14, 1865. Price One Penny- 


——-- 


IT IS GOOD TO BE A SAINT OF LATTER-DAYS. 


BY ELDER THOMAS 8. PRIDAY. 


ry 


In our travels amongst the Saints of | connected with the principles taught 
God, we very often hear them express | by the Latter-day Saints, that very 
themselves, both old and young, in| few have any idea of; bat, when 
these words, It is good to he a Saint of | rightly understood, they Baye a ten- 
latter-days, and testifying of the| dency to enlarge the heart, expand 
goodness of God to them since they | the capacity, and give us a just and 
tmbraced the Gospel, exclaim, Whata| comprehensive view of the plans of 
great and glorious blessing it is to | Jehovah. One might say, What 
lave the privilege of living upon the |-makes you so certain about the matter? 
tarth when the Gospel of Jesus Christ | It is because we believe and practice 
his been again revealed from the | the principles laid down by the Savior, 
ternal heavens unto nan, for the sal- | for he said that if any man would do 
ration of all those who will comply | the will of His Father, he should know 
mith the commandments of our Lord | of the doctrine, whether it was of God 
uid Savior. The Saints can rise and | or whether he spoke of himself. No 
bear a faithful testimony of the Gospel | compromise has been or ever can be 
Which they have embraced, for it is a | effected between truth and error. The 
Gospel of purity, virtue and holiness, | Saints of God never intend to put off 
ind calculated to impart peace, happi- | their armor and indulge in rest, until — 
tess and joy to man both in time and | everything that is opposed to the order 
neternity. It justifies the ways of | and principles of the celestial kingdom 
God to man, and while under the in- | of our Father and God, is either des- 
luence of the Holy Spirit, we are en-| troyed or brought into subjection 
tbled to overcome evil, and lay aside | thereunto. They know in whom they ~ 
‘verything that would lead us astray | have believed ; their God is King of « 
fom the truth. | kings and Lord of lords ; hisdominion - ° 


There is a depth, dignity and glory 


is over all, and he controls the work- 
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manship of his hands as it pleaseth 
him ; he hath made known his decrees 
and will execute them. Satan, we 
may be assured, has not yet given up 
the struggle ; as it was sometimes wit 
the Lamanites in their war with the 
Nephites, he is only waiting to in- 
crease his forces, and gather strength 
to renew his efforts; but his strength 
will be in vain, and we, as did the 
latter people, can occupy the interval 
in strengthening the minds of the 
Saints, and preparing them and our- 
selves to resist his renewed assaults. 
The Saints have great reason to rejoice 
and look forward hopefully ‘to the 
future, for Daniel informs us, that the 
kingdoms and dominions and the 
greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heavens, shall be given to the 
people of the Saints of the Most High, 
that this kingdom shall be an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and that all domini- 
ons shall serve and obey the Lord. 
Now, we believe and know that if we 
are faithful, these sayings of Daniel 
will yet come to pass and be fulfilled 
to the very letter. © It shall come to 
e in the last days, saith God, 
will pour out of my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: And on my ser- 
vants and on my handmaidens I wil 
pour out in those days of my Spirit, 
and they shall prophesy.” Narrow 
prejudice and bigotry will flee at its 
approach, and haggard superstition 
hide its head in shame. Ifa man isa 
son of God, he can comprehend the 
things of God, enter into the desiyns 
of Jehovah, unravel the mysteries of 
the kingdom, and contemplate the 
future designs of the great I AM, as 
they shall roll forth in all their dignity 
and glory. This is what causes the 
Saints to exclaim, It is good to be a 
Saint, because we rely upon the pro- 
mises of our Father and God to us as 
his children. There are many great 
blessings which the Saints enjoy, but 
the gift of the Holy Ghost is the 
troy s gift that man could receive or 
deity bestow. (The possession of this 
gift, which is the power of godliness, 
1s what constitutes the special differ. 
ence between the Church of the living 
God, and the multitudes of systems 


that have originated through the will 
of man.) There is one consolation, 
however, possessed by the Saints, 
which the people of God have never 
before enjoyed upon the earth— 
namely, that the Cause which they are 
engaged in, is established upon reve- 
lation, never more to be overcome by 
the Adversary. Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet of God, opened up the way of 
life and salvation to this generation 
by the power of the everlasting Priest- 
hood, which was restored to the earth 
through him by a holy angel. He 
prophesied and bore witness of the 
judgments that have come upon the 
earth, and many more like things that 
should come to pass in this generation 
as sigus of the second coming of the 
Son of God, which is near at hand; 
and verily his testimony is true, and 
his testament is in force, for he has 
sealed his testimony with his blood; 
therefore, hear it all ye ends of the 
earth, believe on Jesus, be baptized 
in his name for the remission of your 
sins, and do those things that Jesus 
has commanded you to do, and you 
shall be saved in the presence of God 
and the Lamb, for there is no other 
way by which you can be saved ; then 
shall you know as the Saints of Latter- 
days know. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is to be first preached to all the 
inhabitants of the earth for a witness, 
and then will the end come, for Jesus 
says, As it was in the days of Noah, 
so shall it be in the days of the coming 
of the Son of Man. What the truth 
will not save, the judgments of the 
Almighty will destroy. No man know- 
eth the day nor the hour of the coming 
of Christ ; it is not yet, neither is It 
far off. There are prophecies yet to 
be fulfilled before that event takes 
place ; therefore, let no man a 
the Saints with vain philosophy ill 
false prophecy, for false prophets wi 
arise and deceive the wicked, and, 
possible, the good; but, while the 
wicked fear and tremble at snrround- 
ing judgments, the Saints of God in 
watch and pray, and be waiteng e 
final event in patience, looking calmly on 
the passin ; scene of a corrupted wor 
and viewing the transpiring em 
as confirmatory of their faith mm ™° 
holy Gospel. For this they hove 
persecuted, but have coun 
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IDOLATRY. 


light afflictions 
knowing they would work out for them 
; far more exceeding and more eternal 
weight of glory. Let them then lift 


bat for a moment, | up their heads and rejoice, laboring 
faithfully while the day lasts, for the 


IDOLATRY. 


BY "ELDER CHARLES W. STAYNER. 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”—Mar. iv, 10 


We do not read of a sin of which | for the worship of Satan. If we allow - 


men have ever been guilty, that has 
called down the anger of an offended 
God upon them, more than the sin of 
idolatry, nor one which is more liable 
to lead them into all kinds of darkness 
and iniquity ; hence it is necessary to 
ascertain what is meant by the term. 
Many persons consider that to worship 
images of wood or stone set up for 
that express purpose, is the most ex- 
tensive signification of it, but it is not 
so. A man can worship anything with 
his heart, and not fall down upon his 
face before it, therefore we soe to 
search our hearts, and see whether 
there is any object in either the hea- 
vens above, on the earth beneath, or 
inthe waters under the earth, which 
attracts our love and affection more 
than the God and Creator of the 
world. If we have a wife, a father, 
a mother, a child, or any relative 
whose society we would not be willing 
to sacrifice, if required, in order to 


devote ourselves to the entire service. 


of God, we have an idol; and until 
Wwe can govern our affections, allow 
them to run in the proper channel, 
place them on proper objects, and 
regulate them to a proper extent, thus 
bringing them under subjection to the 
mind and will of God, we are day by 
day guilty of idolatry. In order to 
have the body filled with light, the 
eye must be single to the glory of 
God, to the establishment of a king- 
dom of righteousness, and the thoroug 
abolition of vice and wickedness from 
the face of the earth ; and if we allow 
e Evil One to make our time and 
talent, even in the smallest particular, 
‘idservient to his designs, we are in 
int, however small, sufferi 
ourselves to cease the worship of 


our love for = 

to prevent us from paying our Tithing, 
or attending to other principles, we 
are cultivating dishonesty, and ceasing 
to worship God for the worship of a 


643. 


or temporal wealth 


golden image. The smaller the object _ 


that separates us from the love of 
God, the meaner and more despicable 
the act, and some people are so trifling 
in their nature, that they will allowa 
few coppers to draw their worship from 
the proper object. In order to wor 
ship God who is holy, it isn 
to cultivate principles that are holy ; 
not only bowing down before the 
divine Beiny as an individual, but alse 
striving to imitate and come inte 
ssession of the attributes of bis 
ivine nature. We can use our talents 
and influence to promote virtue, and 


to stay the ravages of vice; wecam . 


spend ovr time and means to embellish 
and beautify the earth, by building 
magnificent temples and other edifices 
for the honor and service of the Most 


High, and for the comfort, instraction _ 


and exaltation of his Saints ; we cam 
educate our children, adorn our habi- 


tations, plant fine orchards, and do all. . 
that lies in our power to inculcate and ., 


practise those heavenly principles . 


which we know have emanated from 


God, and which are calculated, in their .. 


very nature, to bring about the resto- 


ration of the earth, and the infinite . 
happiness of its inhabitants, and in all 


these things we will be worshippi 


God in the strongest sense 


word. We can admire a lovely form, -. 


a talented speaker, or a piece of won-. 
derful machinery, apd see something 
in each which calls forth our adera- 
tion ; but if we let our affections com 
centrate upon either, to such ane 
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tent that we are unwilling to sacrifice 
it at the shrine of honesty, liberality 
er virtue, we are carrying our feelings 
of reverence for it to an improper ex- 


tent, and withholding a due meed of 


beauty, talent or science. 


we praise his name, power, wisdom, | 


God ; and by continually cultivating | 
im ourselves those glorious principles | 
we so much admire in Him, we will | 
finally become perfect as he is perfect, | 
and pure as he is pure ; whereas, if we | 
devote our time to the service of sin | 
and the worship of Satan, we shall not | 


BY ELDER 


There are some people who live only 
In the memory of the past. Buried 
joys and departed pleasures are their 
sole delights. The acts in which they 
fisured years ago, are to them the 
oily drama of life, and the incidents 
of their past career their solitary and 
eontinual theme. They are like some 
men, who, looking round upon 
the rapid changes and improvements 
ef modern times, can see no beauty 
mor utility in them, but shake their 
heads solemnly and exclaim, ‘‘ Ab! it 
wasn’t so when I was a boy.” 

These remarks apply to some among 
the Latter-day Saints. The most joy- 
ful period of their existence was the 
tame of their initiation into the Church 
of Christ, when they were ‘‘ baptized 
for the remission of their sins, and 
received the gift of the Holy Ghost by 
the Jayiny on of hands.” The bles- 
sings then received, and the light then 
shed abroad upon their hearts, seem 
to be the greatest source of pleasure 
they ever had or can have. The 
** good times” they then enjoyed seem 
mever to have been repeated, and the 
love and union which they felt towards 
the Church, to be contined entirely 
to that well-remembered time. And 


worship from the Author of that. 
When we | 
worship God in either word or action, | 


intelligence, and every attribute by | 
the perfection of which he has become | tion, and bringing their bodies and 


THE EVERLASTING 


se with their exertions in sustaining 


THE RVERLASTING “ now.” 


sayings in which we are promised that 
we shall be made partakers of the 
Divine nature. Oh! that all the world 
could see this principle in its true 
light, repent of their sins, turn unto 
righteousness, and worship the Creator 
and Sustainer of the universe. Then 
would the light of the holy Gospel 
shine in their hearts, they would be 
enabled to understand their true posi- 


every impulse of their nature under 
subjection to the will of God, be made 
to glorify the Savior of their souls; 
and ceasing to break the command- 


, ments or to practise idolatry, each 


noble son of Adam would become, like 
his Redeemer, an object of love and 


realize the fulfilment of those precious | adoration forever and ever. 


“NOW.” 


CHARLE3 W. PENROSE. 
Oe 
| the Church and spreading the Gospel. 


It is really wonderful what mighty 
works they once accomplished ; how 
much they once endured ; what sacri- 
fices they were once able and willing 
to make, and what earnestness of 
devotion and energy of action charac- 
terized their early career in building 
up the kingdom of God. How regn- 
larly they used to attend their meet- 
ings; how faithfully they used to 
warn their neighbors and friends by 
their testimony and the printed word ; 
how liberally they used to expend 
their means in assisting to extend the 
Work of God, and how zealous they 
used to be at all times and on 
occasions ! 
There are others who live only in 
anticipations of the future. With 
them all human bliss is yet unborn, 
lying in embryo within the womb of 
time. They can talk a great deal 
about the pleasures to be enjoyed in 
eternity, paint in high-toned and 
vivid colors the beauties of the mil- 
lennium, weave in their imagination 
rich garments of expected Joys, and 
build, in the dim regions of futurity, 
the most dazzling and extensive kin 
of ‘castles in the air.” They intend 
to be very faithful and energetic bye- 
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and-bye. They are going to do a 

at deal for the kingdom when they 
et to Zion; they mean to accomplish 
something astonishing soon, and they 
expect to become ‘*‘ kings and priests 
unto God,”and wield remarkable power 
some day. 

Now it would be much better for 
both these classes of individuals to 
bring their minds to bear vpon the 
things of the present. We do not 
live really in the past, neither can we 
ever live possibly in the future ; with 
us it will always be the everlasting 
“now.”  ‘* Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” Wemay 
talk about what has been, and we may 
anticipate what will be, but we can 
only live in and enjoy the present. 
It is our privilege to enjoy ourselves 
now. The rich blessings of the Gos- 
pel, the glorious light of the Holy 
Spirit, the revelations of eternity, the 
power of the holy Priesthood, the 
communion of Saints, the teachings 
of uspired men, the tender emotions 
of sacred love, the joyful associations 
of faithful friends, the wonderful 
works of God and his creatures, the 
never-wearying and varied beauties of 
earth, air, sea and sky, the soul- 
stirring strains of vucal and instrn- 
mental music, the peace of God *‘ which 
passeth all understanding,” the heart- 
thrilling joys and hallowed delights of 
the inward fountain, always “ spring- 
ing up unto eternal life,” these, and 


innumerable pleasures from heaven 


above and earth beneath, are for us to 
enjoy to-day. 

But to enjoy the blessings of the 
present, we must perform the labors 
of the present. Obedience to God 
to-day will bring salvation to-day. If 
we are now discharging our duties, 
We shall be now enjoying the gifts of 
God. The question therefore is, not 
what have we done, nor what are we 
going to do, but what are we doing 
now! We may talk about the old 
persecutions and byyone trials through 
which we have passed for the Goapel’s 
sake, but are we willing to face a des- 
pising world, and the scorn and deri- 
sion of the multitude now? We may 
boast of the unwearied labors of the 
past, of the great sums of money we 
have spent, of the miles we have 
walked, the sermons we have preached, 


THE EVKBLASTING “ Now.” 


the testimonies we have borne, the 
patience we have exercised, the tracts 
we have distributed, the food, clothing 
and shelter we have administered te 
the Elders, and the general zeal and 
faithfulness of our past career, but 
what are we doing now? Do we ce 
tinue in well doing? Are we sil 
zealons and faithful, and do we & 
pend our money and our influenge in 
favor of the Gospel to-day ? 

God requires our faith and : 
now. Talking of past faithfulness, 
brings but the memory of bles- 
sings; but the good works of the pre- 
sent, bring npon our heads the livi 
rewards and enduring happiness 
the everlasting ‘‘now.” Itis true that 
there is some pleasure in the remem- 
brance of former righteousness, and 
the blessings resulting therefrom ; ba’ 
if we are not now in duty’s path, nor 
securing the favors of heaven, that 
remembrance soon adds to our gloom, 
and the contrast with our present posi 
tion, plunges us into the dark waters 
of sadness and discontent. It is true 
that the glorious future is held out 
before us in the promises of the ever- 
lasting covenant, but for what reason? 
Why, that we may be induced to be 
faithful to-day and every day, so that 
living for them we may obtain them. 
The present time has its difficulties, 
its trials and its sorrows, but they are 
foes which we are to meet to-day, te 
yrapple with and conquer. Inward 
evils and outside troubles should be 
overcome as they are developed ; our 
failings of to-day must be overcome, 
to-day, the obstacles now lying in our. 
path must be now removed, and the, 
exertions we make in our labors wilk’ 
give us daily increasing strength, and 
bring present satisfaction, happiness 
and peace. _-“ 

Some persons are continually putting 
off till tomorrow their auties and their 
labors. In temporal things, what un- 
tidy, uncomfortable, disorderly and 
miserable homes they have! Inspire 
tual things, what faithless, useless and 
joyless beings they are! Up and be 
doing! Look around you, see what 
is to be done and doit. Are reforme 
needed in your temporal affairs ? Com- 
mence the reformation at once... Have 
you duties of any kind to perform4 


Attend to them in the time thereof 
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Do you know of an opportunity of 

rforming a good action? Perform 
it directly. Do you intend to save 
means to gather to Zion! Beyin to- 
day. Do yeu mean to assist in build- 
ing up the kingdom of God? Do 
something now. Are there blessings 
which the Saints may receive through 
faithfulness ? Seek for them immedi- 
ately. Believer! hesitating yet with- 
eut the gate! ‘‘ Why tarriest thou ? 


Arise ana be baptized and wash away | 


CHARACTERISTICS 


OF THE TRUTH. 


thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord.” ‘* To-day, if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your hearts.” Saints 
of the last days, be true to your cove- 
nants, be prayerful, diligent, obedient 
and devoted now and always, and the 
rich blessings, the heavenly gifts, the 
glorious manifestations, the hallowed 
influences and unbounded joys per- 
taining to the Gospel of peace, are 
yours to-day, now and forever ! 


CHARACTERISTICS 


OF THE TRUTH. 


(From the Western Standard.) 


If men were to judge of the doc- | 


trines of what is termed ‘‘ Mormon- 
ism” by the reputation its teachers 
and professors bear, they would never 
be disposed to give it the slightest 
attention. Whoever heard of a Lat- 
ter-day Saint of whom the world had 
nothing tosayin reproach? Through- 
out our experience we never yet have 
met with such a one. To those who 
are unacquainted with the operations 
ef ‘‘ Mormonism,” (that is, truth) 
upon the human mind, this may seem 
stranve; but, if such individuals will 
but watch the effects that follow its 
preaching, they will be convinced that 
it is an absolute impossibility to find 
an individual, a professor of these 


,and called a fool by those who may 
_hear of the course he is taking. And 
| when it becomes fully known that he 
has embraced the doctrines and be- 
‘come a Latter-day Saint, he will be 
looked upon by a great many as an 
outlaw, a man that has forfeited all 
claim to the rights and privileges which 
his fellow-citizens enjoy, and which 
were his previous to the change in his 
views and belief. This would be too 
strange to be credited were it un- 
supported by evidence. It is, how- 
ever, the experience of every Latter- 
day Saint, and any person who will 
observe the effect that the advocacy 
of the principles of ‘* Mormonism 


has upon the community by whom he 


doctrines, with whom there will not; is surrounded, will also be forced to 
be some fault found. This peculiarity | admit that it is the case. 

is not altogether confined to those who! These feelings have not been con- 
have embraced the doctrines of ‘‘ Mor- | fined to the Latter-day Saints as indi- 
monism”—it also attends all those who | viduals, but have been extended to 
manifest any disposition to investizate | them as a people, until men_ have 
them, When an individual commences | almost persuaded themselves to believe 
an investigation of this kind, he begins | that they were conferring a great favor 
to test the strength and depth of the | by permitting them to exist on the 
love of his friends and relatives to aj earth! A stranger, to hear the cur 
greater extent than he could by any | rent ideas on this subject at the pre- 
other means. Though he may have| sent time, might be led to suppose 
been universally respected and beloved | that these feelings of antipathy an 
up to that time, and his character held | hatred had been engendered since the 
up as a mouel of integrity and honor, | publication of the doctrine of poly- 
he will soon find that all bis forme: <amy as a portion of our belief. The 
good deeds and virtues will be for-| ‘‘licentiousness’ of tnis avuctrine 1s 
gotten, if le persists in his determina- spoken of with such feigned abhor- 


“ton to investigate and obey ‘‘ Mor-! rence, and there is so little said about 
monism.” He will be shunned by 


his relatives, ridiculed by his friends, | 


the other principles of our belief, that 
it might be imagined by a 


casual ob- 
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server that it was the only thing that 
excited persecution and opposition, 
and that were it not a portion of our 
system, ‘‘ Mormonism” would find but 
few objectors. But this is not the 
case. There is no more opposition 
to-day to “‘ Mormonism” with poly- 
gamy incorporated as a principle of its 
belief, than there was a few years ago 
to ‘* Mormonism” when polygamy was 
unknown and unpracticed. here 
were other principles that we believed 
and taught then that were equally as 
objectionable as polygamy 1s now. 
New revelation, the ministration of 
angels, and the miraculous gifts and 
graces attendant upon the Gospel, ex- 
cited as bitter opposition at one time, 
as this very objectionable principle 
does now ; and those who, impressed 
by the a:reement of those doctrines 
with the teachings of the Scriptures, 
went forward and embraced and con- 
tended for them, had as strong a 
stream of persecution and ridicule to 
meet as they have at present. 

Though the assaults of our enemies 
have been ostensibly directed against 
one or two prominent points of our 
belief, and they have been more parti- 
cularly harped upon to excite the pre- 
judices of the people, yet were they 
out of the way, objections would still 
be found, and a feeling manifested to 
condemn what might remain. Truth 
will always be objectionable and un- 
palatable to the world; it is truth 
that arouses opposition. ‘‘ Mormon- 
ism” istruth. It was as much truth 
twenty-six years ago as it is to-day 
consequently, was as well calculated 
to call down the indignation of those 
who were destitute of the love of the 
truth then as now. It will be no 
more likely to produce feelings of op- 
position and hatred in the bosoms of 
maukind years hence, when principles 
yet unrevealed are brought to light, 
than it does at the present time, or 
than it did in the beginning. _ Its op- 
posers did all in their power to arrest 
its further progress then, they are 
doing so now, and we expect they will 
always do so, so long as any of that 
class remain on the earth. e always 
expect to see it opposed and hated to 
4 certain extent, while the earth con- 
tains an inhabitant that is not dis- 
posed to receive it in the love thereof. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRUTH. 
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We have been unently told 
individual chat i it 
pot for our belief in polygamy, 
would be Latter-day Sainte. The 
other principles they could not object 
to, as they were perfectly reasonable 
and consistent ; but polygamy was a 
little too much for them to swallow. 
Such persons deceive themselves. 
Polygamy is not in reality the ob- 
jection. If polygamy were yet un- 
revealed, there would be something 
else equally objectionable to their 
minds, and they would still have an 
excuse for not receiving the truth. 
We expect ere long, though it may be 
but little expected at the present time, 
that polygamy will be looked upon 
with comparative favor by many who 
now think it a very unreasonable prin- 
ciple, and there will be some other 
doctrine that will take its place asa 
stumbling block for those who are not 
honest at heart, and not disposed to 
take the course the Lord has recom- 
mended by which to obtain a know- 
ledge of his Gospel. We have only to 
reflect upon what is past to be con- 
vinced of this. 

Jesus, when upon the earth, gave 
his disciples certain signs by which 
they might know that they were 
blessed and accepted of him. | 
were, that men should hate them, 
should separate them from their com- 
pany, and should, in killing them, 
think they were doing God service. 
These were to be the characteristics 
which should attend the revelation of 
the truth, and its proclamation by 
them to the world. long as human 
nature remains the same, and Satan 
retains any power over the hearts of 
the children of men, we may rest 
assured that these will be the character~ 
istics which will attend the revelation 
of truth in their midst. A Boer i> to 
whom truth is not being rev will 
not be attended by these character- 
istics. For these characteristics, 
therefore, to attend the people of God, 
it is necessary that there should bea 
continual revelation of principles of 
truth—and they will be principles, 
too, which will come so much in con- 
tact with the prejudices of the people, 
that they wi ink that whosoever | 
killeth the men who believe, teach 


| and practice them, will be doing God | 


the 3 
his 3 
ints 
Ve- 
ent 
the 
the 
red | 
eT. | 
are 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
y | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


648 EDITORIAL, 
service. What may the world, then, | experience these same “consequences 
expect from the Latter-day Saints? | If they should continue their inyegt. 
And what may the Latter-day Saints, | gations, and obey the truth ag the 
and those who are wisposed to believe | learn it, they will not be long in find. 
their doctrines, expect from the world? | ing out the meaning of the words of 
If we may be allowed to judge, the | Jesus, where he says, that he came 
world may make their calculation on | not to send peace on the earth, buta 
having their ideas of propriety and | sword ; and that variance by his com- 
their feelings and prejudices rudely | ing should be introduced between 
shocked by the doctrines and practices | parents and children, brethren and 
of the Latter-day Saints, and the | sisters ; and also, where he intimates 
shock will not be caused by polygamy | that he that setteth any value on his 
alone, but will be by other doctrines | own life cannot be his disciple. Tnese 
and practices that will, from time to | were the consequences which Jesus 
time, be revealed and commanded, | taught his disciples would follow their 
which will come so directly in contact | obedience and continued adherence “ 
with their most cherished notions, that | to his Gospel; and they have been 
feelings of hatred, and desires ‘‘ to | the consequences experienced also by 
separate them from their company,” | his disciples in these days. It should 
will be produced. If this should not | not, therefore, be a source of surprise 
be the case, by what means, we would | to any person that the Latter-day 
ask, is that principle of antagonism to | Saints are reproached, hated, and 
be aroused which will resort to murder | separated from the company of the 
as a means to do God service ? rest of mankind, or that they should 
The Latter-day Saints may, with | be slain by men who imagine they are 
great certainty, calculate that perse- | doing God service by such acts, or 
cution, hatred and murderous inten- | that editors and others should say that 
tions will be manifested by the world | they ought to be wiped out at once as 
towards them, if they persevere in| a foul blot on humanity; _ neither 
their pursuit after, and obedience to | should the inquirer after truth be 
the truth. This they may reckon | startled if persons who have made 
upon with safety. And if they do} great professions of friendship shun 
not experience it, they will have ex- | his company, and become his enemies, 
cellent cause to think they are not! for they are the signs which invariably 
living up to the principles of the Gos- ; accompany the truth, and which assist 
pel of Jesus Christ. Those who are | the inquirer in discerning It. 
investigating will speedily begin to 
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RELIGIOUS TOLERATION. 
Tue presentation of the truth to the world in this dispensation has been 
attended with supreme difficulties. The principles taught have been so directly 
opposed to every modern theory, whether political or moral, that it has been 


aly throuzh the most rigid perseverance, unfaltering energy, and unconquerable 
ith aud hope, that such great progress bas been made by their promulgators 
ind, even alter an opening has been effected and the seed sown, the moat 
jificult task has remained. The after labor of the brethren has not been so 
much positive as negative, not so much a stimulating to good asa checking 
he advance and growth of evil. Because, whenever the weeds have been 
plucked out from the garden of the soul, and the obstructions to the spiritual 
growth of Clristian love and charity been removed, the good has sprung up 
most We may say spontaneously in the heart. Begin to show a man the 
yorthlessuess of the pleasures he bas formerly indulzed in, the power he is 
ytually in possession of to crush and subdue them, and the old harmony will 
wme back to the broken strings, the old life tothe dull and hopeless eye; he 
wes ce More mirrored before him his primeval state, and the freshness and 
rerdancy of creation’s dawn seem to bloom around him, to fill him with heaven- 
like aspirations and incite him to Godlike deeds! Hence, the Gospel has been 
ssomething in which man can see himself not only as he is, but as he might 
ud will assuredly be, but the medium through which many men look at it has 
ben so unadapted for the purpose of conveying a proper impression to the 
nind, that they have seen no beauty nor comeliness in it, and clung to their 
ld traditions like the limpet to the rock. Were we to investigate the results 
rich have been brought about in the world through this, and the effects 
rhich false traditions have had on the mind of man, we would feel surprised 
and astonished to think the world should be so blind, and place itself in such 
‘false position. There is but one God, society, and public opinion is its pro. 
pet. So says the English Mussulman who from his throne in the cathedral 
orhis bench in the chapel calls his followers to prayer. And, teaching them 
this as immaculate and heaven-born truth, sending them forth afterwards to 
their professions and occupations with this forced upon their acceptance, what 
ronder that such a false notion has tinged every plan mooted for the benefit of 
the world, and that men have been contented to sit in worse than Egyptian 
darkness, rather than go to Goshen where the sun shines, simply because they 
have been told by their teachers that such conduct was never practiced and 
vould not have been approved of by their forefathers. This has influenced 
egislators, theologians and philosophers. In truth, the world seems to move 
nthe past. Hoary cycles and buried centuries pass before our eyes in grim 
array, and from these poor phantom-like shadows we think to copy and mould 
aform perfect and symmetrical, something tangible that the age can grasp and 
learn from. Dead men sit in our courts of justice, and the living ones wear — 
their robes of ermine aad give forth their laws and enactments; dead kings 
aud emperors reign on our thrones, and their successors merely wear their 
‘owns and wield their sceptres ; dead teachers stand in our pulpits, and their 
stern, unloveable dogmas are thundered forth by the living who profess to be 
the exponents of mercy and truth and love, and so the progress of humanity 
‘ver and anon is obstructed by this huge army in the “‘ valley of dry bones,” 
who, cold and motionless as they may be, are really and truly the masters of 
fate and time, the conquerors of massive states and of giant empires! It 
vould almost seem as if Solomon had reference to this age when he wrote these 
hackneyed words, ‘‘ there is nothing new under the sun.” Go where we will 
shongst civilization, in the midst of manufactures, arts, sciences, education or 
philosophy, we find continual traces of a leaning on the past discernible amid 
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modern improvements and nineteenth century advances. Is a cathedral to} 
built, or a palace erected? It must be either according to Gothic, Doric q 
Corinthian architecture. Is an urtist commissioned to paint a picture or mou 
a statue? It mnst be after Titiens or Rubens, or according to the model ¢ 
the Grecian masters. Is a new translation of the Bible to be effected, or 
important addition made to the Rubric or the Litany? We must preserve t 
harmony, nor shake the foundation laid by the ‘‘ defender of tho faith,” an 


kept inviolate by the succeeding bulwarks of the church ; and so, wherever y %y 
turn, we find no evidence of originality of thought, no reflection that som¢ ow 
thing else is needed to stem the torrent of infidelity, and allow the pure wate 7 
of peace and righteousness to spread over the world. Hence the increduli b. 
with which men hearken to the truth. ‘‘Since the fathers fell asleep,” sa ‘a 
they, ‘‘ all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation, 4 
and so they ‘‘lay the flattering unction to their souls,” that this will still b 4 
so, and that their simples and balms are sufficient to cure a dying world. Th a 
aspirations felt by men anciently find no place in their souls, the grand trut a 
which nerved their arms and gave courage to their spirits, are obscured by th 3 
dust and rubbish of ages, and nothing is left but lifeless, abstract ideas, whic . 
drain out being and vitality from the world, and yet remain as “ formle 4, 
bodiless and passionless” nonentities as before. i 
But, besides this clinging to the past in matters of faith, belief and civil: . 
religious practice, there is another dangerous tendency of the age to imitate! ‘ 
forerunners in the treatment of newly-fledged opinions or lately-propounde 
principks. It is not enough that men refuse to hearken to the new doctrin 4 
or to see the necessity of the new discovery or invention, but they must als , 
constitute themselves censors and say, ‘‘You may preach so far, but if yot fy 
dissent from us any further, we may in our infinite goodness tolerate you, bu ' 
we will not protect you!” Now what is this but simply a revival in anothe 
form of the old feudal or medieval theory, that it was the duty -f the state % , 
define religious truth, and that any departure from a certain fixed standard 0 ‘ 
dogzias would be branded as heresy and punished by death. Would we no ’ 
think that by this period of time the theory would have advanced so far, as Ui ¢ 
admit of an impartiality on the part of Government in dealing with the differ 


ent phases of religious belief, understanding that if any religious dogma shoul 
lead to the violation of the laws of the country, the offender should be punishe 
as a civil offender, not asa heretic? But, this ‘‘ consummation, devoutly to bé 
wished,” has not yet arrived, and men sit themselves down professing to be 
able to draw the line of demarcation, and to decide where and with what sec’ 
toleration should bezin and end. The toleration granted to religious bodie 
in this and other countries arises, we often think, not so much from a prope 
understanding of the principle, as from a compromise being effected when an} 
sect or denomination becomes so formidable and popular as to be both 4 
object of fear and of public respect. Take, for example, the followers of Jobt 
Wesley. Persecution followed his labors, but he strove against it, and not 
the sect he founded is classed with others under the title of ‘Protestant Dis 
senters.” But the question naturally arises, upon what grounds ought the 
Latter-day Saints to be excluded from protection, or from the enjoyment _ 
civil and religious liberty? Proved by the logic of one class, the doctrines 
another are heretical and blasphemous. The Church of England professes ° 
hold all Apostolical power and authority within herself, and therefore laugh! 
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the claims and assertions of the Church of Rome; the Swedenborgian holds 
his dim and shadowy creed, and from the plane on which he stands looks 
yonfully on the Baptist or the Presbyterian. What is to be the standard by 
shich to judge the truth? Protestants laugh at the encyclical letter of the 
Pope, Colenzo at mens’ belief in the authenticity of the Pentateuch, Dr. New- 
nan at the right of private judgment, Renan at the divinity of Jesus, and 
“Tyonoclast” or George Jacob Holyoake at the God worshipped in the world ; 
how is toleration towards these men to be exercised? Opponents say, the 
latter-day Saints preach blasphemous doctrines, but does that debar them 
from toleration and protection? To whom are their tenets blasphemous? To 
those who do not believe in them, in the same way as the sanctimonious Phari- 
se turns up his eyes in pious horror at the denial of original sin, or the priest 
should a doubt be expressed as to purgatory or transubstantiation. All reli- 
gious persecutions have arisen from such untenable grounds. The Romans 
rho peopled every hill and valley with gods and goddesses, and nymphs and 
utyrs, persecuted the primitive Christians on the ground that as they only 
vorshipped one Supreme Being, such a doctrine was atheistic. The Catholics, 
in the reign of Queen Mary, persecuted the Protestants on the ground that 
the latter were bad subjects; and the Protestants, in turn, in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s reign, persecuted the Catholics for the same reason. The Calvinists 
iell us that man’s doom was irrevocably fixed before he came here. Might it 
not with propriety be said that such a creed takes away all incentive to upright 
or virtuous conduct, and fosters recklessness and iniquity? Still, such a 
’ doctrine is openly taught and believed in by thousands ; but, when the Latter- 
lay Saint, instead of believing in the Bible alone, adds a little more, and has 
faith in the prophetic character of Joseph Smith and the divine authenticity of 
bis mission, such things are considered blasphemous ard heretical. 

But, we are further told that besides being blasphemous, our doctrines are 
als» immoral in their tendency. Yet, here again the question arises, from 
what standpoint are these so-called sinful prineiples to be viewed, and by what 
standard are they to be weighed ? The Shaker religiously holds to the belief 
that it is not lawful to marry, and this in direct contradiction to the first great 
) command ‘‘ be fruitful and multiply.” Is persecution theirs? No. Monastacy 

and celibacy are, we are told, immoral in their tendencies. Does Government 
bg institute a crusade against them? No. Their supporters sit in our Parliament, 
) aid assist in framing our laws and assigning to us our privileges; and yet, 
although such things take place in our midst unheeded and uncared for, law- 
makers and divines must, forsooth, talk of crushing a system purer and freeer 
from immorality, thousands of miles away, simply because they do not believe it. 
s When we find newspaper editors and platform orators talk of “‘ extinguish- 
ing Mormonism,” because it is ‘‘ blasphemous,” ‘‘ immoral,” advocates poly- 
gamy,” &c., we are reminded of the common sense uttered by John Stuart 
Mill, one of the greatest writers on Political Economy of the present day, and 
an original and liberal thinker, in speaking of the Latter-day Saints, and with 
which we think we cannot do better than conclude. 

‘When they, the dissentients, have conceded to the hostile sentiments of 
others, far more than could justly be demanded; when they have left the 
countries to which their doctrines were unacceptable, and established them- 
selves in a remote corner of the earth, which they nave been the first to render 
habitable to human beings, it is difficult to see on what principles but those of 
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tyranny they can be prevented from living there under what laws they ple 
provided they commit no agression on other nations, and allow perfect freedg 
of departure to those who are dissatisfied with their ways. I am not aw 
that any community has a right to force another to be civilized. So long 
the sufferers by the bad law do not invoke assistance from other communitie 
I cannot admit that persons entirely unconnected with them ought to step 
and require that a condition of things, with which all who are directly inte mate’ 
ested appear to be satisfied, should be put an end to because it is a scandal re pr 
persons some thousands of miles distant, who have no part or concern in jae" 
Let them send missionaries, if they please, to preach against it, or let the dnt of 
by any other fair means (of which silencing the teachers is not one) oppose tiggguuler 
progress of similar doctrines among their own people. If civilization has gq Fre 
the better of barbarism, when barbarism had the world to itself, it is too mudimmrellig 
to be afraid lest barbarism, after having been fully got under, should revi 
and conquer civilization. A civilization that can thus succumb to its vat 
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quished enemy, must first have become so degenerate, that neither its appointe aye! 
priests and teachers, nor anybody else, has the capacity or would take tl mi | 
trouble to stand up for it. If this be so, the sooner such a civilization receiv mpor 
notice to quit the better.” dame: 
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Densysuine Conrerence.—Elder Henry Cumberland writing from Derby 
on the 23rd alt., says :—‘‘ After residing in Utah Territory for twelve years 
I have returned to my native land to bear my testimony to the truth of the 
Gospel. I wish to do the best I can, and to trust in my heavenly Father for 
assistance, knowing that if I am faithful, he will give me a portion of his hol 
Spirit to enable me to do a good work while I remain here. I am travelling 
under the direction of Elder Lorenzo D. Rudd, and feel well in my field of 
labor.” 

CHANNEL Istanps Conrerence.—Elder John H. Donnellon writing from 
St. Heliers, Jersey, on the 25th ult., says :—‘‘I arrived here on Friday last, 
and was very kindly received by brother Horman, President of the Conference, 
and the Saints. I visited the military fort, and walked round the heights or 
the shore, and like the place very well, so far, as present appearances go. L 
held two meetings on Sunday, and told the people they were now required to 
pay their Tithing, aud help to sustain the Work, and that this would prove 
the best way of working out their deliverance from these lands. In the eve 
ning there were some strangers present. I fels much freedom in speaking, 
and several expressed themselves as being well pleased with the principles 
taught. All praise be to God who blesses his servants, and gives them power 
to tell the truth to the people. I feel my dependence on him more and more, 
and find | have a great field for study in myself. This is a very corrupt place. 
There are 2000 public prostitutes in it, and it is but a small town. These 
things make one think of home, and its freedom from such iniquities and 
abominations. I intend to remain here for two months, if not removed sooner, 
and will strive, with all the ability God has given me, to disseminate the trath 

mougst the people.” 
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INBURGH CONFERENCE.—We have received from Elder James Ure, the 
nates of a Conference held in Edinburgh on the 13th of Angust last. There 
r present on the Stand—of the First Presidency, Daniel H. Wells; of the 
horim of the Twelve Apostles, Orson Pratt, sen. ; Elders James Ure, Presi- 
int of the Edinburgh Conference, John Rider, President of the Glasgow 
hoference, Joshua K. Whitney, President of the Dundee Conference, Finley 
( Free, President of the Manchester Conference, James A. Cunningham, Tra- 
wling Eller in the Glasgow Conference, John Smith, Travelling Elder in the 
Linburgh Conference, and Archibald N. Hill, Travelling Elder in the Bir 
singhain Conference. The morning meeting was opened by singing and 
myer, after which President Wells expressed the pleasure he felt in meeting 
rth the Saints under such favorable circumstances, and desired to hear a 
mort of the condition of the various Branches in the Conference. Elder 
limes Ure then called for the reports. They showed that generally there was 
wt that liveliness of faith manifested by the Saints in the Work of God, that 
nidesired by the Priesthood. There were, however, exceptivns, and there 
wed to be a wish to improve in the future. The Financial Report for the 
quarter ending 30th June, was then read and approved of. President Wells 
wit spoke to the Saints for a short time, exhorting them to renewed diligence 
ai faithfuluess in the Work of the Latter-days, to cling to God and his Priest- 
tod, and all would be well with them. Said the Work of God would grow 
wi increase, and that if the Saints did not increase in faith, knowledge and 
pol works, it was their own fault ; that God was the same to-day as ever, and 
would hear and answer the prayers of the faithful to-day as readily as he did 
mciently. In the afternoon he presented the Authorities of the Church, and 
were unanimously sustained.—Elder Qsson Prati then said he was pleased 
Wagain have the privilege of meeting with the Saints in Edinburgh. Twenty- 
ie years ago that present summer, he came to that city an entire stranger, 
ml was instrumental in the hands of God, in the space of nine months, of’ 
nising and establishing a Branch of the Church numbering over two hundred 

wuls, holding meetings in Whitefield chapel. He preached three times on the 

Sabbath, and twice during the week. The Work of God was true then and is 

tue today. He exhorted the Saints to be faithful in all things, to honor 

od and He would honor them and bless their labors. —Elder Free said he was 

Peased to visit Scotland, a land renowed in history for the gallantry of her 

wns 1 defence of liberty and the maintenance of her rights, and hoped, that 
baring such a pattern, the Saints might be as valiant in even a better cause, 

he cause of Gospel liberty, light and truth.—Elder Whitney bore testimony 

the truth of the Latter-day Work. Said he knew God was with his people, 

that his fatherly care was over them, and that in all the travels, of the Church, 

his power had ever been manifested. Encouraged the Saints to faithfulness 

aud prayed that God would bless all Israel, and guide them in the ways of 
‘ruth.—In the evening President Wells addressed the Saints. Said he rejoiced 

ithe manifestations of the good and peaceful Spirit ever present with the 

faithful ; bore testimony to the mission of Joseph Smith, and that God was 
bout t> pour out his judgments on the earth. Said that we were living in the 
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hour of these judgments, but that faith in God, repentance, baptism, and the 
other ordinances of the Gospel, were for the salvation of the children of men 
and that the Saints, having partaken of*?the Spirit of truth, were to let the 
light thereof shine unto all men, that they might come to a knowledge of 
Christ, whom to know is life eternal.—Elder Orson Pratt said he desired to 
bear his testimony to the truth on the present occasion, as it might be for the 
last time in that city. Twenty-five years ago he had declared that God had 
spoken from the heavens, had again revealed his Gospel, raised up Prophets 
and Apostles, and commissioned men to go forth and proclaim that Gospel to 
all nations, saying, ‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he 
that believeth not shall be damned.” The testimony he then bore was true, 
and the same is true to-day. The Saints are to-day twenty-five years nearer 
to that time when Jesus will come in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory, to execute judgment upon all who refuse to receive the message . 
delivered by his servants, which day was near at hand. His prayer was that | 
the Sain‘s *) be prepared to meet Christ at his coming. Conference 
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We have received files of the Deseret News and Daily Telegraph up to the 30th x 
of August, from which we extract the following items. The new Tabernacle is fo 
progressing rapidly. The workmen are preparing to roof the fiyst bent. The 2% 
rock work of the building is completed, consisting of piers, 
nine in a straight line on each side, and thirteen at either end in a semi-circular 
form, from which the roof will spring in an elliptical arch, crowned with 4 ‘ 


semi-circular arch, the whole having a span of one hundred and fifty feet with- 
out any column. The roof will be formed of long ribbons of 12 by 214 inch 
lumber, sustained by strong lattice work, strongly pinned and bolted together. 
The elliptic portion of the roof will spring from the piers at a distance of twenty 
feet from the floor, and the ceiling in the centre of the building, will be sixty- 
eight feet from the floor. The building is oblong, 250 feet in length, witha 
width of 150 feet ; and when covered in and finished, will be a most magnifi- 
cent hall, unbroken throughout the whole extent by pillar or column. 
The Deseret News speaking on home policy, advocates that a wise discrimina 
tion should be exercised by the people in expending money in the stores for 
that which cannot well be done without, and saving and clubing the small 
sums to be expended in accordance with the example so long steadily and 
worthily set and taught by President Young, and of course giving the larger 
sums the same direction, this would rapidly bring prices of imported articles to 4 
reasonable rate of profit, increase our facilities for home production, and ex- 
pedite attaining the honorable and very comfortable position of trade inde- 
pendence. The old-time hand cards need to be entirely supplanted by carding 
machines ; they and the hand looms should, as speedily as possible, be made 
to give way to the still more projitable and labor-saving cotton and woollen 
factories ; in short, the now numerous and efficient applications of machinery 
to so many purposes, should continue to lighten labor, that leisure may be had 
by the many for study, reflection, reading, conversation, the proper care of 
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gd correct use of evpry faculty mankind are endowed with for their true 


the ajoyment and progress. When all classes understand that their best interests 
of soduce to the mutugl advantage of all, that capital and labor are aids each to 


» when wisely applied, that the use made of our money, like all other 
Sines has to he ccounted for, and all work together upon the platform of 


ese principles, then will our strides in the path of development be rapid 
sieed. Under all the circumstances, our progress has been a marvel even to 
wrselves, but, as you + hear remarked, there is a chance for further 


improvement. 


‘SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Copenhagen, Sept. 27, 1865. 

President B Young, jan. 

Dear Brother,—I have felt this 
noruing to pen some lines to you in 
oer to inform you as to our labors 
in this part of the vineyard. Since 
my last communication of the 11th 
ult., | have visited and attended Con- 
ference meetings at Gottenburg on the 
th and 27th ult., at Veile on the 
%h and 10th inst., at Aarhuus on the 
lth and 17th, and at Aalborg on the 
rl and 24th. In all these places [ 
met with large congregations of Elders 
and Saints, and a considerable number 
of strangers, who all paid good atten- 
tou to the teachings of the Priesthood. 
The Spirit of God assisted us to bear 
afaithful testimony, and to give such 
counsel as the people needed in the 
various places. It was very interest- 
ing to witness the warm-heartedness 
of the Saints in pressing the hands of 
the Elders from Zion, their faces beam- 
ing with joy and satisfaction. It did 
my heart good to luok at the people, 
and to witness their willingness in 
voting for the Authorities at home 
and abroad. Several of the Saints, 
and aong them aged men and women, 
had walked from sixty to seventy Eng- 
lish miles to come to the meetings, 
and though the majority of them are 
poor, they are nevertheless willing to 
sustain the Work by their donations. 
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The Scandinavian Elders from the 
Valley are exciting considerable in- 
terest among their friends and ac- 
quaintances, and are pretty busy in 
travelling round, holding meetings 
and conversing with those who are 
seeking information about things and 
matters in famous Utah. Some stran- 
gers only wish to satisfy their curiosity, 
Il admit, but still many of the honest 
will be led to investigate the truth of 
the Gospel and obey it. 

During the past three montks we 
have baptized, choenabent the Mission, 
280 souls, and the prospects for fur- 
ther additions to the Church are 
bright, though we have here, as in all 
other countries where the Gospel has 
been introduced, our difficulties to 
grapple with—lies and stories circula- 
ting in the newspapers occasionally, 
and the working of epasheten trying to 
lead the people astray, but the faith- 
ful will remain steadfast through all 
these trials. 

The American brethren are well, 
and doing first rate. Brothers Sprague 
and Felt are on a visit to Norway, 


day from Malmo. 
Face et wish and prayer is, that 
the Lord may bless you in your high 


and holy calling, | am, your er 


in the Gospel of peace, gts 
C. WIDERBORG. ) 


A milkman the other day, in speaking of the dullness of the market, said, “ I can’t 
the business.” He 


make anything now-a-days, there is so much composition in 


told the truth unwittingly. 


Brother Sharp came over here yeater- 


gildren, enlightened gnd improving social intercourse, ti 
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